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Title: YouTube Bible - Joshua 16 1-10

Read:

The lot for the people of Joseph went from the Jordan near Jericho, east of the spring of Jericho, north through the
desert mountains to Bethel. It went on from Bethel (that is, Luz) to the territory of the Arkites in Ataroth. It then
descended westward to the territory of the Japhletites to the region of Lower Beth Horon and on to Gezer, ending at
the Sea. This is the region from which the people of Joseph—Manasseh and Ephraim—got their inheritance. The
boundary of their inheritance went from Ataroth Addar in the east to Upper Beth Horon and then west to the Sea.
From Micmethath on the north it turned eastward to Taanath Shiloh and passed along, still eastward, to Janoah. The
border then descended from Janoah to Ataroth and Naarabh; it touched Jericho and came out at the Jordan. From
Tappuah the border went westward to the Brook Kanah and ended at the Sea. This was the inheritance of the tribe of
Ephraim by clans, including the cities set aside for Ephraim within the inheritance of Manasseh—all those towns and
their villages. But they didn't get rid of the Canaanites who were living in Gezer. Canaanites are still living among the
people of Ephraim, but they are made to do forced labour.

Think:

You can understand why some people claim the Bible is confusing and contradicts itself can’t you. How about this
nice little throw away line at the end of this chapter. “They are made to do forced labour.” Hold a minute is that God
saying that some people are worth less then others? Does that mean that slavery is OK? Well | am pretty sure when
Jesus told us to love one another, that ruled out slavery. What we have to remember is, there were things that
people did all those years ago that wound God up, just like there are today. There are great guys alive today, that
live their lives on fire for God. But every now and then, they muck up. Not only that, there are something’s that they
do every single day that are not part of Gods plan for them. Maybe things they know God doesn’t want them to do, or
they maybe things they just find hard to avoid. It was no different back when the Bible was written either. Just
because parts of the Bible record the daft things some of Gods people got up to, doesn’t mean that God wants us to
do them now. Think of the Bible like an early version of YouTube. It records and puts on display all the good and
bad things Gods people got up to. YouTube does the same today, there are videos of all the good and bad things
that people get up to. Do you watch a video of someone doing something stupid on YouTube and then go and do it
yourself? Of course you don’t, so why would you read about someone who mucked up in the Bible and think that
God wants you to do it? You wouldn’t would you, you're not that daft. We can tell the difference between God using
examples of things he wants us to do and examples of things he doesn’t want us to do. How? Because we have his
Holy Spirit to guide us, and because we are not stupid. Maybe the Bibles not confusing and doesn’t contradict itself
after all.

Pray:

Lord thank you that you guide me with your Holy Spirit. Father thank you that you gave me common sense. Lord
please help me to use both as | read your Bible. Amen.

Action:

Dig out your Bible and see what other daft things Gods people occasionally got up to. Bye for now.
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