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Title:  On Our Own But Not Alone - John 16 1-16 

 
Read: John 16 1-16 

 
1-4 

"I've told you these things to prepare you for rough times ahead. They are going to throw you out of the meeting 
places. There will even come a time when anyone who kills you will think he's doing God a favour. They will do these 
things because they never really understood the Father. I've told you these things so that when the time comes and 
they start in on you, you'll be well-warned and ready for them. 

4-7
"I didn't tell you this earlier because I was with you 

every day. But now I am on my way to the One who sent me. Not one of you has asked, 'Where are you going?' 
Instead, the longer I've talked, the sadder you've become. So let me say it again, this truth: It's better for you that I 
leave. If I don't leave, the Friend won't come. But if I go, I'll send him to you. 

8-11
"When he comes, he'll expose the 

error of the godless world's view of sin, righteousness, and judgment: He'll show them that their refusal to believe in 
me is their basic sin; that righteousness comes from above, where I am with the Father, out of their sight and control; 
that judgment takes place as the ruler of this godless world is brought to trial and convicted. 

12-15
"I still have many 

things to tell you, but you can't handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you 
by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is. He won't draw attention to himself, but will make sense out of 
what is about to happen and, indeed, out of all that I have done and said. He will honour me; he will take from me and 
deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is also mine. That is why I've said, 'He takes from me and delivers to you.' 
16

"In a day or so you're not going to see me, but then in another day or so I will see you. 
 
Think:   

So up to now Jesus had been babysitting the disciples, but finally it’s his time to go.  Jesus lays down the truth 
because after he is gone they will be on their own.  He says I am telling you the truth about the world because soon I 
am going to hang on a cross.  Yep they will not be able to turn to Jesus and say where now?  No, when they get 
stumped by a question their friends ask they will no longer be able to point to a physical Jesus and say ask him.  You 
could say that they will become just like us.  When our mates ask us why God allows suffering to happen, we can’t 
walk up to Jesus with them and ask him to tell them.  When we have a real tough time we don’t get the option to walk 
up to Jesus and say where now?  And that happens in other areas of our life doesn’t it?  At some point we will leave 
our parents and get on with life.  At some point we will move on from our groups and onto new areas.  When we do, 
we will find out if our belief in Jesus is ours, or did we just go to Church because of our parents.  We will find out if we 
have the guts to continue to follow Jesus’s teachings, or if we just liked the fun we had in our groups.  Thankfully 
although just like the disciples we will be on our own, Jesus did not leave us alone.  Jesus left us with the Holy Spirit, 
so when we have moments when we are not sure what to do we can shout out to our Father God.  We can shout in 
prayer, what should I do?  Where now?   
 
Pray:    

Lord God where now?  What should I do now with my life?  Please guide me today as I go about with my life.  Amen. 
 
Action: 

Where now with Aftershock?  How about you tell a friend about the devs at aftershock.  Send them to 
aftershock.org.uk, maybe they will find them useful too.  Bye. 

 
 


