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Title: 1 Once Was Blind But Now | See - John 9:35-41

Read:

*Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"
**"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that | may believe in him." *’Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in
fact, he is the one speaking with you." **Then the man said, "Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him. *Jesus said,
"For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind."*°Some
Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" **Jesus said, "If you were
blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

Think:

“Amazing grace how sweet the sound that save a wretch like me. | once was lost but now am found, was blind but
now | see.”

As we hear those words from Chris Tomlin’s excellent version of Amazing Grace fade into the background, what a
fantastic reminder it is, that the man in today’s passage, isn’t the only person Jesus healed from blindness. Jesus
healed you and me from blindness too. Before, we were blind to the fantastic news of Jesus, just like many of your
friends at school or college. Before, we were blind to the fact God created the world even though we are surrounded
by its beauty. Just like those people who believe the world was created without any intervention from God. Before
we were blind, just like those people you walk past on the street, to the love that we will receive from God forever
more, when we party with him in heaven. But we are no longer blind; we are no longer lost because we have asked
Jesus to be our Saviour and King. And just like the subtitle to Chris Tomlin’s brilliant version of Amazing grace says
“My chains are gone.” Yes your chains and my chains are truly gone. We no longer need to seek gratification from
those here on Earth. We no longer need to measure up to anyone else standards. We don’t need to mutilate
ourselves to fitin. We don’t need to sleep around to find love. We don’t need to get drunk at parties to try and find
happiness. No, our chains are gone because of the amazing grace of our Lord, just like the blind man in this
passage.

“Amazing grace how sweet the sound that save a wretch like me. | once was lost but now am found, was blind but
now | see.”

Pray:

Lord your grace is greater then we can understand. Even though we stuff up, you sent your Son to rescue us. Thank
you Father. Amen.

Action:

Do a search for the words to Amazing Grace on the internet, or download the PDF version of this dev from
aftershock.org.uk where we have reprinted the lyrics. Now use the words to pray to your Lord a thank you for your
personal salvation. Bye for now.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me, | once was lost but now am found, was blind,
but now, | see.

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear. And Grace, my fears relieved. How precious did that Grace appear the hour
| first believed. Through many dangers, toils and snares we have already come.

T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far and Grace will lead us home. The Lord has promised good to me. His
word my hope secures. He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

When we've been here ten thousand years bright shining as the sun. We've no less days to sing God's praise then
when we've first begun.

"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me. | once was lost but now am found, Was blind,
but now, | see.
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