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Title: Look | Am Jesus - John 8:12-30

Read:

12Jesus once again addressed them: "I am the world's Light. No one who follows me stumbles around in the
darkness. | provide plenty of light to live in." *The Pharisees objected, "All we have is your word on this. We need
more than this to go on." ***®Jesus replied, "You're right that you only have my word. But you can depend on it being
true. | know where I've come from and where | go next. You don't know where I'm from or where I'm headed. You
decide according to what you can see and touch. | don't make judgments like that. But even if | did, my judgment
would be true because | wouldn't make it out of the narrowness of my experience but in the largeness of the One who
sent me, the Father. That fulfils the conditions set down in God's Law: that you can count on the testimony of two
witnesses. And that is what you have: You have my word and you have the word of the Father who sent me." *They
said, "Where is this so-called Father of yours?" Jesus said, "You're looking right at me and you don't see me. How do
you expect to see the Father? If you knew me, you would at the same time know the Father." *’He gave this speech
in the Treasury while teaching in the Temple. No one arrested him because his time wasn't yet up. **Then he went
over the same ground again. "I'm leaving and you are going to look for me, but you're missing God in this and are
headed for a dead end. There is no way you can come with me." *The Jews said, "So, is he going to kill himself? Is
that what he means by 'You can't come with me'?" >***Jesus said, "You're tied down to the mundane; I'm in touch
with what is beyond your horizons. You live in terms of what you see and touch. I'm living on other terms. | told you
that you were missing God in all this. You're at a dead end. If you won't believe | am who | say | am, you're at the
dead end of sins. You're missing God in your lives." >>**They said to him, "Just who are you anyway?" Jesus said,
"What I've said from the start. | have so many things to say that concern you, judgments to make that affect you, but if
you don't accept the trustworthiness of the One who commanded my words and acts, none of it matters. That is who
you are questioning—not me but the One who sent me." >*They still didn't get it, didn't realize that he was referring
to the Father. So Jesus tried again. "When you raise up the Son of Man, then you will know who | am—that I'm not
making this up, but speaking only what the Father taught me. The One who sent me stays with me. He doesn't
abandon me. He sees how much joy | take in pleasing him." **When he put it in these terms, many people decided to
believe.

Think:

You spend all your time trying to be Jesus to your friends. You take an interest in their daft hobbies. You watch out
for them when everyone else is picking on them. You even invite them to stuff that is put on by your youth leader and
still they don’t seem to be interested in Jesus? Can'’t they see what you are doing? Can’t they see Jesus in you?
Well | really do understand your frustration. | mean, day in day out we study the Bible together and do these
devotionals, and yet there are still people that don’t understand about Jesus. Maybe we should all just pack it up and
go and do what ever we want to do. | mean, after all, if we have chosen to follow Jesus, we are going to Heaven
anyway. But then we see this passage, where yet again Jesus is being misunderstood. Yet again, the Son of God is
getting slapped down, when he is physically in front of people. What does he do? Ah yes, yet again, we are
reminded that he goes on to die on the cross, for these very same people. It's a message that we are reminded of
frequently in Jesus life on Earth, but it is a definite example for us. So each day we too must do the same. Each day
we must go back to the very people that missed the point yesterday and once more take an interest in their daft
hobbies. Once more we must care for them when no one else does. Once more we must try and be Jesus to them.

Pray:

Lord your gift of Jesus to us was a free gift, but not one without an expense in our life. Now that we have accepted
that gift, please give us the strength we need to live the life that says thank you. Amen.

Action:

Hey we know it is hard. So next time you think why am | doing this, turn to Jesus. At that very moment just ask
Jesus for help and strength. Cheerio.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.

Please email Podcast@Aftershock.org.uk asking for permission to use outside of this license.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

Scripture taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing group.

00337_John_8_12-27.docx 08/04/2008 19:46:00



