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Title: Pay Day - Timothy 5:17-25 

 
Read:  
17-18

Give a bonus to leaders who do a good job, especially the ones who work hard at preaching and teaching. 

Scripture tells us, "Don't muzzle a working ox" and "A worker deserves his pay." 
19

Don't listen to a complaint against 

a leader that isn't backed up by two or three responsible witnesses. 
 20

If anyone falls into sin, call that person on the 

carpet. Those who are inclined that way will know right off they can't get by with it. 
21-23

God and Jesus and angels all 

back me up in these instructions. Carry them out without favouritism, without taking sides. Don't appoint people to 
church leadership positions too hastily. If a person is involved in some serious sins, you don't want to become an 
unwitting accomplice. In any event, keep a close check on yourself. And don't worry too much about what the critics 

will say. Go ahead and drink a little wine, for instance; it's good for your digestion, good medicine for what ails you. 
24-

25
The sins of some people are blatant and march them right into court. The sins of others don't show up until much 

later. The same with good deeds. Some you see right off, but none are hidden forever. 
 
Think:   

Do you have a part time job?  Maybe you work in a shop or deliver papers.  Maybe you simply look out for jobs to do.  
When you have been working hard you know that the pay packet is going to turn up at the end of the month.  Then 
you will be able to buy your music, or go out to the party knowing that you have earned the money to do so.  What is 
going to happen when you leave college and go out to work?  Are you expecting to get paid or are you going to work 
for free?  Whether we work for someone else or whether we work for ourselves, we expect to get some money to live 
on.  We don’t only expect to get paid; we absolutely need to be paid.  What might be party money now will become 
food money later on when you leave college.  So if this is what we expect, why are we surprised that our Church 
leaders need to earn money to live on as well? It’s not like they are asking for thousands of pounds to buy their next 
jet.  No, most Church leaders simply need to earn a basic wage to feed them and their family.  Pauls pretty straight 
about it when he talks to Tim.  He tells us not only to pay these guys but if they are good give them an extra bonus.    
Do you agree?  Of course you do its obvious isn’t it?  Now this is where the rubber meets the road.  If our churches 
need to pay our leaders, look after our buildings and spread the great news about Jesus, where are they going to get 
the money to do that from? Ouch!  Yes you got it.  It’s down to us to put our hands in our pockets; and not just once 
but regularly.  Sometimes the teaching we get from the Bible isn’t comfortable is it. But that doesn’t make it any less 
true. 
 
Pray:    

Father I know that everything comes from you.  Please help me remember that lord and give with a happy heart.  
Amen. 

 
Action: 

Think you are too young or have too little to give?  Jesus made a point of saying that your type of person was the 
most impressive when they give.  Whether you do is up to you.  Bye. 

 
 


